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accessing at least one description, wheijein the description describes a database 

system; 

populating a metadata schema with th£ description; 

automatically generating the database^ system according to the populated metadata 
schema; and 

using the database system according/to the populated metadata schema. 

89. The method of Claim 88, v^nerein automatically generating the database 
system includes: 

automatically generating an actual table schema for the database system according to 
the populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populating the aofual table schema with the data. 

90. The method of Claim pS, wherein automatically generating the database 
system includes: 

automatically generating onj or more aggregates according to the populated metadata 
scheme; and 

automatically generating o^e or more query mechanisms according to the populated 
metadata scheme. 

91. The method of Cliiim 88, wherein using the database system includes: 
querying the database syptem; and 
generating one or more reports with the database system. 

92 . The method of Claim 91 , further comprising: 

querying the database feystem in response to a query request received from one or 
more client computers over a computer network; 


sending the results ofi 
generating the reports 


ie querying to one or more of the client computers; 
in response to a report request received from one or more of the 
client computers over a computer network; and 

sending the results onthe report generating to one or more of the client computers; 
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93. The method of Claim 88, wherein automatically generating the database 

system includes: / 

automatically extracting data from one or more source databases according to the 
populated metadata schema; and I 

automatically populating the database system with the data according to the populated 
metadata schema. / 

94. The method of Claim 93, wherein automatically populating the database 

system includes automatically converting thi 5 data into one or more data formats according to 
the populated metadata schema. / 

95. The method of Claim 88/ further comprising: 

receiving the description from i client computer over a computer network. 

96. The method of Claim 88, further comprising: 

accessing a modified description, wherein the modified description includes the 
description and one or more modifications to the description; 

re-populating the metadata schema with the modified description; 

automatically modifying the database system according to the re-populated metadata 
schema; and / 

using the database system according to the re-populated metadata schema. 

97. The method of Claim 96, wherein data in the database system is not lost during 
the modification. / 

98. The method of Claim 96, wherein automatically generating the database 

system includes: / 

automatically extracting data from one or more source databases according to the re- 
populated metadata schema; 

automatically converting the data into one or more modified data formats according to 
the re-populated metadata schema; and 
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automatically populating the database system with the data according to the populated 
metadata schema. 

99. The method of Claim sfs, wherein automatically modifying the database 
system includes: 

automatically modifying the/actual table schema for the database system according to 
the re-populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populating the modified actual table schema with the data. 

1 00. The method of Cl£im 96, wherein automatically modifying the database 
system includes: 

automatically modifying one or more aggregates according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme; and 

automatically modifying one or more query mechanisms according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme. 

1 0 1 . The method o^ Claim 99, wherein automatically modifying the actual table 
schema includes modifying cftie or more tables in the actual table schema. 

102. The method <jf Claim 101, wherein modifying the tables includes any of the 
following acts: 

adding one of more Jbf the tables; 
deleting one or more of the tables; 
adding one or morel columns to the tables; and 
deleting one or mofe of the columns from the tables. 

1 03 The method of Claim 1 02 , wherein the tables include any of the following: one 
or more fact tables, one ok more dimension tables, or one or more aggregate tables. 


104. Themethi 
system further includes 


4>d of Claim 96, wherein automatically modifying the database 
modifying one or more indices in the database system. 
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105. A computer syst :m comprising: 
at least one server comp iter; and 

a computer program executable by the server computer, wherein the computer 
program includes computer inst -uctions for: 

accessing at leas one description, wherein the description describes a database 

system; 

populating a me: ;s 
automatically g< 
metadata schema; and 

using the database system according to the populated metadata schema. 


adata schema with the description; 

nerating the database system according to the populated 


106. The computer/system of Claim 105, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

automatically generating an actual table schema for the database system according to 
the populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populating the actual table schema with the data. 

1 07 . The computer system of Claim 1 05, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

automatically generating one or more aggregates according to the populated metadata 
scheme; and 

automatically generating one or more query mechanisms according to the populated 
metadata scheme. 

108. The corr puter system of Claim 105, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer insti uctions for: 

querying the dai abase system; and 

generating one ( r more reports with the database system. 


1 09. The computer system of Claim 1 08, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 
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querying the datal 
more client computers ovi 
sending the result j 
generating the rep! 
client computers over a c 
sending the results! 


ibjase system in response to a query request received from one or 
fcr a computer network; 
of the querying to one or more of the client computers; 

>rts in response to a report request received from one or more of the 
qmputer network; and 

of the report generating to one or more of the client computers; 


110. The compu ter system of Claim 1 05, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

automatically extra cting data from one or more source databases according to the 
and 

ating the database system with the data according to the populated 


populated metadata schema: 
automatically popu] 
metadata schema. 


system of Claim 1 1 0, wherein the computer program further 
ns for: 


111. The computi a- 
includes computer instruct! >: 

automatically conve ting the data into one or more data formats according to the 
populated metadata schema 


1 1 2. The compute system of Claim 1 05, wherein the computer program further 

includes computer instructio is for: 

receiving the description from a client computer over a computer network. 


113. The computer > 
includes computer instruction > 


ystem of Claim 105, wherein the computer program further 
for: 

accessing a modified c escription, wherein the modified description includes the 
description and one or more rr odifications to the description; 

re-populating the metadata schema with the modified description; 
automatically modifying the database system according to the re-populated metadata 
schema; and 

using the database systejn according to the re-populated metadata schema. 
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114. The computer system of Claim 113, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

automatically extractingpata from one or more source databases according to the re- 
populated metadata schema; 

automatically converting the data into one or more modified data formats according to 
the re-populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populaymg the database system with the data according to the populated 
metadata schema. 

115. The computer system of Claim 113, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

automatically modifying the actual table schema for the database system according to 
the re-populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populating the modified actual table schema with the data. 

116. The computer system of Claim 113, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instmictions for: 

automatically modifying one or more aggregates according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme; and 

automatically Modifying one or more query mechanisms according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme. 

117. The cc mputer system of Claim 115, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer in tructions for: 

modifying on£ or more tables in the actual table schema. 

118. The © imputer system of Claim 117, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer in structions for: 

adding one off more of the tables; 

deleting one or more of the tables; 

adding one orlmore columns to the tables; and 

deleting one or more of the columns from the tables. 
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119. The computer sys/em of Claim 1 1 8, wherein the tables include any of the 
following, one or more fact tables, one or more dimension tables, or one or more aggregate 
tables. 

120. The computer system of Claim 1 13, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions/ for: 

modifying one or mor A indices in the database system. 

121. A computer-readable storage medium comprising a database system computer 
program executable by one dr more server computers connected to one or more client 
computers, the database system computer program comprising computer instructions for: 

accessing at least onp description, wherein the description describes a database 

system; 

populating a metadata schema with the description; 

automatically generating the database system according to the populated metadata 
schema; and 

using the database iystem according to the populated metadata schema. 


122. Thecompu 
system computer program 

automatically genejati 
the populated metadata sc 
automatically pop 1 


er-readable storage medium of Claim 121, wherein the database 
[further comprises computer instructions for: 

ing an actual table schema for the database system according to 
a; and 

ng the actual table schema with the data. 


Hem: 


ulati; 


123. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 121, wherein the database 
system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 

automatically generating one or more aggregates according to the populated metadata 
scheme; and 

automatically generating one or more query mechanisms according to the populated 
metadata scheme. 
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1 24. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 121, wherein the database 
system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 

querying the database system; and 

generating one or more reports with the database system. 

125. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 121, wherein the database 
system computer program furthen comprises computer instructions for: 

accessing a modified description, wherein the modified description includes the 
description and one or more modifications to the description; 

re-populating the metadwa schema with the modified description; 

automatically modifying the database system according to the re-populated metadata 
schema; and 

using the database system according to the re-populated metadata schema. 

126. The computerjteadable storage medium of Claim 125, wherein data in the 
database system is not lost during the modification. 

127. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 125, wherein the database 
system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 

automatically extracting data from one or more source databases according to the re- 
populated metadata schema; 

automatically concerting the data into one or more modified data formats according to 
the re-populated metadata schema; and 

automatically populating the database system with the data according to the populated 
metadata schema. 

128. The com; >uter-readable storage medium of Claim 125, wherein the database 
system computer progra n further comprises computer instructions for: 

automatically me difying the actual table schema for the database system according to 
the re-populated metadam schema; and 

automatically populating the modified actual table schema with the data. 
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129. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 125, wherein the database 
system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 

automatically modifying one or more aggregates according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme; and / 

automatically modimng one or more query mechanisms according to the re-populated 
metadata scheme. / 

130. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 128, wherein the database 
system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 

modifying one d r more tables in the actual table schema. 



131. The codiputer-readable storage medium of Claim 1 3 0, wherein the database 

, system computer program further comprises computer instructions for performing any of the 
following acts: 

adding one of more of the tables; 

deleting one c r more of the tables; 

adding one or more columns to the tables; and 

deleting one c r more of the columns from the tables. 

132. The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 125, wherein the database 

system computer program further comprises computer instructions for: 
modifying one oV more indices in the database system. 


REMARKS 

A continuing prosecution application and a preliminary amendment were submitted on 
March 26, 2001. The preliminary amendment added new Claims 48-87 and cancelled Claims 
1-14 and 17-47 without prejudice (Claims 15-16 were previously cancelled). Please cancel 
Claims 48-87 without prejudice, and add new Claims 88-132. 
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